Jesus Said...

“Remember
Lot’s Wife”

Luke 17:32

Her name is not given, but to all who have
heard of her, she is known for the failure she
made of her life. The Bible refers to her merely as
“Lot’s wife.”

When Jesus was talking to a group of
Pharisees, as recorded in Luke 17, He told them
of world conditions which would exist before He
comes again. Among other things He said was,
“Remember Lot’s wife.”

Abraham, the uncle of Lot, once had some
visitors. They told him they were on their way to
destroy the city of Sodom. It had become very
wicked and the people were known for their
great sin (Genesis 13:13). Two of Abraham’s
visitors went on toward Sodom, but Abraham
stood before the Lord and out of his heart of love
and pity pled that Sodom be spared if only 10
faithful worshipers of God could be found there.
The Lord agreed not to destroy the city if there
were 10 righteous people.

As the two angels came to the city where Lot,
his wife, and two daughters and their husbands



lived, they met Lot at the gate. He invited the
angels to spend the night in his home.

The heavenly messengers told Lot that the
Lord had sent them to destroy Sodom. They told
Lot to take all his family out of the city. “And
Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law,
which married his daughters, and said, Up, get
you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy
this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto
his sons in law. And when the morning arose,
then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take
thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here;
lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.
And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon
his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and
upon the hand of his two daughters; the Lord
being merciful unto him: and they brought him
forth, and set him without the city. And it came
to pass, when they had brought them forth
abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not
behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain;
escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed
(Genesis 19:14-17).

Lot’s wife couldn’t bear the thought of giving
up all they were leaving behind in Sodom. No
doubt her heart clung to her home, her posses-
sions and her friends. As she walked behind her
husband, perhaps her mind was filled with the
good memories of the life they had enjoyed. As
she thought on the many things they had left, she
stopped walking to look back, longingly, at the
city. And as she turned around, her body was
turned into a pillar of salt (Genesis 19:26).

God made fire to rain down on Sodom and
three other cities. Every person, animal and
plant was destroyed. Their destruction was
complete. There may have been an earthquake
or explosion too, as the Apostle Peter writes in I1
Peter 2:6: “Turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an
overthrow, making them an ensample unto
those that after should live ungodly.”



As Sodom, this wicked world is doomed. The
nations and cities are growing more evil than
ever. We hear of shocking sins and too many
people are not stirred about them or the judg-
ment to come (11 Peter 2:6).

In the Epistle of Jude we read warnings of evil
men, “Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the
cities about them in like manner, giving them-
selves over to fornication [sexual sins], and
going after strange flesh, are set forth for an
example, suffering the vengence of eternal fire.
Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the
flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of
dignities (Jude 7, 8).

Why did Jesus say, “Remember Lot’s wife™?
He was warning people everywhere to forsake
everything necessary to answer His call to repen-
tance of sin, accepting salvation, and tolivea life
of fruitful obedience to Him and His Word, the
New Testament. The writer of the Book of
Hebrews says, “Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us, looking
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at
the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews
12:1, 2). We can see from this scripture that Jesus
wants us to separate ourselves from the life of the
sinner and follow Him faithfully to the end of
life.

The Apostle Paul wrote of his own experience
in Philippians 3:13, 14: “This one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are be-
fore, 1 press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

Lot’s wife did not press forward, fleeing from
Sodom, and forgetting the things behind her.
But she slowed, stopped, and turned and looked



around behind her. Perhaps this has happened
in the lives of people you know. They may have
responded to God’s call, repented of their sins,
received forgiveness and received the Holy Spirit
in their lives and lived in victory over sin. Then
they may have cooled in their obedience to the
Bible’s teaching, and drifted back toward the life
they were saved from. The Bible calls this
backsliding. “The backslider in heart shall be
filled with his own ways (Proverbs 14:14).

The Apostle Peter writes about people who
turn back after they have left the life of sin. “For
if after they have escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled
therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse
with them than the beginning. For it had been
better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to
turn from the holy commandment delivered
unto them. But it is happened unto them accord-
ing to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his
own vomit again; and the sow that was washed
to her wallowing in the mire™ (11 Peter 2:20-22).

What a pitiful, sickening picture! But it is
more unthinkable for one who has experienced
God’s blessing in their life to return to a life of sin
under Satan’s bondage, than for a dog to eat his
own vomit. The Apostle Paul asked a church
group in his letter: “But now, after that ye have
known God, or rather are known of God, how
turn ye again to the weak and beggerly elements,
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?”
(Galatians 4:9).

Let’s think about some reasons why people
stop following Jesus and return to a life of sin.
One reason is a cooling in their hatred of sin.
After a person is a Christian, the devil may come
and tempt him to do wrong things, the things he
did before he was saved. When one yields to the
temptation, because of the dulling effect that sin
has, it is easy to make sinning a practice again.



Let’s remember Jesus’ words, “Remember Lot’s
wife.”

Another reason is outright disobedience to
Jesus’ teachings. Many people have returned toa
life of disobedience from a life of Christian vic-
tory, and then started questioning the inspir-
ation and authority of the Bible. When this hap-
pens, there is no basis for holy living. This is a
dangerous position. The writer of Hebrews,
quoting from the Old Testament prophet
Habakkuk, says, “Now the just shall live by
faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall
have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them
who draw back unto perdition, but of them that
believe to the saving of the soul” (Hebrews 10:38,
39).

Unfaithful church leaders are also a reason for
Christians cooling off and looking back toward
the things they had left. God places great respon-
sibility on the leaders of His people. The Old
Testament prophet Isaiah writes in Isaiah 9:16,
“For the leaders of this people cause them toerr;
and they that are led of them are destroyed.”
Jesus warned His followers about false leaders,
too. In Matthew 15:14 he says, “They be blind
leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the
blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”

We naturally expect faithfulness of church
leaders. But in our day many leaders are looking
back toward destruction as Lot’s wife did. You
may know some leaders who are changing their
position on issues such as divorce and remar-
riage, abortion, separation of church and state
and many others. If their former convictions
were Bible based, why the change now?

You may know of other truths which some
leaders once stood for but are now “looking
back™ and changing their minds upon. Some
leaders are not only “looking back” toward de-
struction but have turned around and are
leading their followers toward sure destruction.
Any thinking person would not follow someone



toward destruction. But because some leaders
were faithful in the past, people may follow them
regardless of where they are today. If you are a
leader, make sure you know you are scripturally
leading your followers. If you are a follower, be
sure you know where your leader is going.

Many are still in danger of destruction
because they have not confessed and repented of
their sins and allowed Jesus to be their Saviour.
These people are like the people of Sodom who
didn’t move out when the city was going to be
destroyed. If this is referring to you, pray to God
now, admitting your sin problem and allow
Jesus to take control of your life. The Holy Spirit
will come in and guide you in your new life. John
16:13.

When you confess your sins and take Jesus as
Lord of your life, never, never look back toward
your old sinful life again. Remember, returning
to sin is like a dog returning to his vomit. The
way to keep from being attracted to the things
we left behind is to keep full of the good things
Jesus offers. When we are tempted to sin, tell the
devil, “I'm full!” Ephesians 4:27: “Neither give
place to the devil.”

—Raymond P. Brunk
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