Jesus Said...

“If the Son shall
make you free...”

All of God’s creation wants to be free. The
natural desire of man and animals alike is not one
of bondage. We have all seen caged animals in a
zoo. They pace back and forth restlessly and we
can even sometimes see a path worn into the con-
crete by their relentless pacing. This must be a
bondage of the worst kind for animals.

For man, one would think that being chained
or locked in a prison cell would be the worst ex-
perience. Many of us wonder how anyone could
survive solitary confinement. This type of bond-
age sounds unbearable; however, there is a type
of bondage more powerful and permanent than
even that of the physical body and that is the
bondage of the soul and spirit.

Ever since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden
of Eden, the whole earth has been caught in the
bondage of Satan, the devil. It was at this time
that the ““fallen nature of man” came into being
also. In the Book of Romans (8:22), the Apostle
Paul says that we know that the whole creation
groans and travails in pain, together. The imbal-
ance of earth and nature is evidenced in the re-
peated occurrence of tornadoes, hurricanes, earth-



quakes, droughts and floods, and it isn’t too hard
to see how mankind itself is in deep trouble as
well.

Before the Flood, God could see that man was
very wicked indeed and that every conceivable
thought from his imagination was continuously
evil. King Solomon, the wisest man that ever
lived, said, “There is not a just man upon the
carth, that doeth good” (Eccl. 7:20). Jesus said
that out of the heart of man proceed evil thoughts.
He also said that things such as evil thoughts,
sexual sins, murder, stealing, being desirous of
other people’s property, and so many other sins
come from inside man himself and make him
unclean before God.

Man is guilty before God. God is high and
holy and cannot put up with sin; He was truly
sorry that sin entered into the world.

It must be stressed here that it was not God’s
fault or desire that man fell into sin. God does
not make anyone sin, nor does He tempt anyone.
A person tempted to sin is tempted by his own
sinful desires and is dragged down to sin by those
desires.

Many sins are habit-forming. A person may try
to break these habits, but when he sees that he
can’t, he realizes that he is in bondage to the habit.

The Old Testament prophet, Isaiah, wrote
about Jesus 700 years before He was born! While
here, Jesus referred to these writings, saying,
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the
poor, he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted,
to preach deliverance to the captives and recover-
ing of sight to the blind; to set at liberty them
that are bruised.” Did you catch it? Preach de-
liverance to the captives. In Galatians 5:1, Paul
says, “Stand fast therefore in liberty wherewith

"Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage.” In Romans
6:22 we hear Paul again, saying, “But now being
made free from sin, and become the servants of
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness and the end
everlasting life.”

God loved man very much and wanted there



to be some way for him to be brought back into
right standing with Him. When man sinned, he
cut off his contact with God; he could do nothing
of his own power to get God’s attention and get
right with Him. But God, who was so full of mer-
¢y, so loved the world and gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should not
perish, but have everlasting life.

It was God’s plan that a sacrificial shedding of
blood was necessary in payment of sin. In the Old
Testament it is written that more than 1,200,000
animals a year were sacrificed by the priests. These
rituals were done as a sign of a covering for sin;
however, all of the blood that was shed did not
take away sin. God promised that His Son, Jesus,
would come to be the perfect sacrifice for our
sins.

Jesus suffered and died because we sinned. Be-
cause Jesus was both divine and human, He was
the most suitable offering to take away the sins of
the world. And He did this, not because we loved
Him, but because He loved us! He came to deliver
us from the bondage that we had put ourselves in.

In the Book of Romans, Paul talks about sin-
ful man—“0 wretched man that ] am! Who shall
deliver me from the body of this death? I thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. There is there-
fore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law
(bondage) of sin and death.” And “. .. being
made free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness.”

How does Jesus give us this freedom? How do
we get back into right standing with God? With-
out Jesus’ death on the cross and the shedding of
His blood as a sacrifice for the sins of the world,
there would have been no way for man. This of-
fering pleased God so that He could forgive all sins.
But giving forgiveness was not all that God did,
and it is so much more than just receiving an
“acquittal.” If we believe, we can stand before
God as though we had done nothing wrong. We
are not only released from paying the penalty, but



we can also come into God’s presence and have
fellowship.

But to receive this, we must repent. “Repent-
ance” is being sorry for our sins and forsaking
them. At the start of His ministry Jesus said,
“Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matt. 4:17). The Apostle Peter said, “Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Paul
the Apostle said in Acts 17:30: “(God) commands
all men every where to repent.”

A man cannot make himself right before God.
It requires an act of God in the life of the person
who believes in God and accepts Jesus as His Lord
and wants his sins forgiven. For that person, the
penalty of sin is forgiven and he can then grow to
be like Jesus Himself. This is only available be-
cause of God’s love—and our acceptance of this
love.

But God does more than this for us. He actu-
ally becomes our Father. And if we are faithful to
His Word, the Bible, we will live in His house
(heaven) forever. If we choose to disobey God’s
Word and will for our lives, it is possible to forfeit
our right to sonship and eternal life in heaven. But
God will welcome us back if we confess our sins
and want to come back into right standing with
Him again.

All you have to do is let Jesus take control of
your life, it is that simple. Isaiah was a prophet
in the Old Testament. He says, “Seek ye the Lord
while he may be found, call ye upon him while he
is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him retum
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon”
(Isaiah 55:6, 7). “God is not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repent-
ance” (II Peter 3:9b). To do this, bow your head
and ask Him to come into your life. Tell Him that
you realize that you are caught up in the bond-
ages of sin and that you want forgiveness so you
may be set free. Ask Him to prepare your heart
to live for Him here and now, and to spend eter-
nity with Him in heaven. Tell Him that you want



to be faithful to what He wants you to do.

As He comes into your life and heart by the
Holy Spirit, you will be set free from the bond-
ages of your sins. You will no longer serve the
devil. Remember, the devil pays wages—those
wages are spiritual death and eternal separation
from God. “For the wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Rom. 6:23).

Without the knowledge of God, man has no
way of becoming released from his bondage of ig-
norance. We are really free when we know that
our sins are forgiven and the power of the devil in
our lives is broken.

We are free from being a habitual sinner. The
sinner is always uncomfortable. He seems to en-
joy the sins that he commits, but later his con-
science bothers him and he is miserable. Often,
he will get involved in the very same sin again. It
is a habit, and he cannot help himself.

We are set free from the anguish of guilt and
the feeling of condemnation for past sins. “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness” (I John 1:9). The blood of Jesus Christ
cleanses us from all sin.

We are free from the consequences of not know-
ing what sin is. The Holy Spirit will tell us when
we sin as Christians. He will guide us into all truth.

We are free to live above sin. We can have vic-
tory, knowing that we are in right standing before
God because of the blood of Jesus.

We are free to bear the fruit of the Spirit. “But
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuf-
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem-
perance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22,
23).

We are free to have:

—forgiveness for our sins.

—access to God at all times.

“We are free to live in the glorious liberty God
gives us as his children” (Rom. 8:21).

“If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed!” — Really free!



IT IS NECESSARY—

For me te be converted.

For me to have heart relation, and fellowship
with God.

For me to live a life of utter integrity and
righteousness.

For me to support the church of God by my
presence and influence and money.

For me to seek in a positive way the salvation of
my fellowmen.

For me to be Christian in my attitudes toward
the unlovely, the unkind, and those who
wrong me.

For me to give my testimony for God in public
and in private, by word and by act.

For me to have a clean heart, which involves the
“holiness without which no man shall see the
Lord.”
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When you have made the greatest and most
important choice of your life—taking Jesus as
your Lord and receiving forgiveness for your
sins—I would be happy to hear from you. If you
have any questions about being born again, or if
you need any Gospel help, please feel free to
contact the person whose name appears below.

—Raymond P. Brunk
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